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MINUTES 
BIKE, PEDESTRIAN, AND TRAILS COMMISSION 

November 2, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Matt Gworek called the virtual meeting to order at 6:00 pm on November 2, 2020. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

BPTC Members:  Matt Gworek, Chairperson 
Laurie Loeb, Member 
Meg Plumb, Member 
Niki Delson, Member 
Michael Gorman, Member 
 

Town Staff Present: Kevin Schorzman, Staff Liaison 
Ben Bohmfalk, Board of Trustees Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 

  

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Niki moved to approve the Bike, Pedestrian, and Trail 
Commission meeting minutes from October 5, 2020.  Meg seconded the motion, 
and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Representing PR Studios, Kathleen Wanatowicz and Planner Doug Pratt appeared 
before the commission to present conceptual plans on the proposed ANB Bank at 
the corner of Hendricks Drive and Highway 133.  The building will feature a low, 
energy efficient profile with pedestrian and bike access given priority; an electric 
charging station will also be installed.  The lot will accommodate a bike rack, and 
Kathleen encouraged the commissioners to provide feedback on a preferred 
location. 
 
NEW MEMBER APPLICATION: ADAM WIBBY 
Adam was not able to attend the meeting and the review of his application will be 
postponed to a later date. 
 
REVIEW COMMUNITY FEEDBACK ON 8TH STREET DESIGN OPTIONS 
Matt opened this topic by explaining that Commission members had met community 
members at the location on the on-street demonstration, and because many of those 
same community members would not be able to attend tonight’s meeting, two 
petitions were submitted—one representing five addresses and the other 
representing eight.  Essentially both petitions asked the BPTC to choose the “Do 
Nothing” option.  Matt then opened the meeting up to public comment. 
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Public Comments: 
Rachel Elliott (475 N. 8th Street, Carbondale):  Rachel is listening to the meeting to 
become informed on the current topic. 
 
Jeff Smith (329 W. 8th Court, Carbondale):  Jeff asked the commission members if 
they had read the comments on the website and emphasized the desire of many 
residents of the 8th Street corridor to choose the “Do Nothing” option.  He added that 
if speeding is the problem that the Carbondale Police Department should be doing 
more to address this issue. 
 
Judie Blanchard (905 Melissa Lane, Carbondale):  Judie is the Co-Chair of CAFCI 
and asked the commission to consider those 8th Street options that make navigating 
this transportation corridor easier.  She also recommended that the infrastructure 
design take into account those with greater physical risks with the following 
suggestions: 

• 6’ wide continuous sidewalk; 
• Benches at 8th and the Rio Grande Trail; 
• Speed enforcement; 
• Improved nighttime lighting; 
• Enforce property maintenance code requirements; 
• Enforce snow removal code requirements. 

 
Sherry Gaynor (Cleveland Place, Carbondale): Sherry explained that she lived at 
Cleveland Place and that it was already difficult to navigate entering 8th Street from 
this property.  With the demonstration projects in place, it made it even more 
challenging. 
 
Ron Kokish (1056 Village Road, Carbondale): Ron stressed that 8th Street doesn’t 
just belong to those residents that live along that corridor.  He would like to see a 
design that allows cyclists, pedestrians, and motorists safely share the 
road/sidewalk.  He promoted a design that created conditions that slows vehicular 
traffic such a narrowing the drive lanes, leaving vehicular parking on both sides of 
the street, and put in the widest possible sidewalks.  He also suggested bike lane 
sharrows and speed humps. 
 
Sue Zislis (648 Surrey Road, Carbondale):  Sue is the acting Chairperson for Senior 
Matters, as well as a retired physical therapist.  She encouraged the commission to 
consider the large number of physically disabled (both permanent and temporary) 
that potentially utilize this corridor.  She stressed that safe sidewalks and bike lanes 
are not limited to more vulnerable populations but benefit all ages and activity levels.  
In her opinion the area between Village Road and Cleveland is the most dangerous.  
Her design recommendations include: 

• Benches at 8th and Rio Grande; 
• 6’ wide continuous sidewalk; 
• Bike sharrows and curbside signage; 
• Vehicular speed reductions and traffic calming devices; 
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• Use available design options to discourage truck traffic. 
 
Bike, Pedestrian, and Trails Commission Members Comments: 
Matt emphasized the need to get traffic speed data in order to parse out whether 
vehicular speeding is perceptual or real. 
 
Kevin confirmed that the speed counters were installed when the demonstrations 
were taken down.  The data will be collected for as long as possible, and it is 
dependent upon the severity of the upcoming storm is next weekend--if snowfall 
requires plowing, the speed counters will need to be dismantled. 
 
Matt also wondered if even though the survey has ended, if the options could remain 
up so community members could still refer to them.  Kevin was willing to leave them 
up but noted that the revised concepts are unlikely to look like the demonstration 
options. 
 
Matt asked Chloe to explain what was left to satisfy the deliverables of the project.  
Chloe replied that in addition to the public outreach, the original project scope called 
for two rounds of public engagement, compiling the feedback from the public 
outreach and engagement, and develop final design options.  The public 
engagement deliverable is currently being satisfied by the BPTC meetings, and she 
will now begin to compile the report and develop the final design options.  She 
reminded the commission that the final design will still only be a recommendation 
and it will be up to the BOT, with the BPTC’s input, to decide how to move forward. 
 
Matt didn’t feel like comments had been received from a broad spectrum of 
community members and wondered if more time for comments should be provided.  
Meg countered that she thought there was solid feedback and pointed out that a 
deadline for comments must be imposed or the process will never end. 
 
Laurie commented that she didn’t see any of the creativity or innovation that has 
been a hallmark of Carbondale in the proposed designs.  She encouraged Chloe to 
come up with a design that was special and maintained the character of Carbondale. 
 
Niki asked if comments were still being accepted.  She pointed out that the online 
survey seemed to cater to residents along 8th Street, but she has tried to encourage 
everyone she meets to provide input.  Kevin assured Niki that comments can still be 
submitted to him and he will forward them to Chloe. 
 
Matt asked Chloe to compare the benefits of sharrows versus bike lanes.  Chloe 
responded that with the 20 mile per hour speed limit on 8th Street it is a good 
candidate for bikes to share the traffic lane.  Faster speed limits reduce the viability 
of this option, especially for less experienced cyclists, and that is where sharrows 
are a good option.  She noted that she received a lot of feedback promoting the use 
of sharrows on 8th Street. 
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Chloe also noted that to date she has received 80 comments from the website along 
with 24 emails and voicemails.  She also pointed out that the demonstration options 
were meant to provoke comments and she feels like the feedback has been fairly 
balanced.  She agreed with Meg’s point that if there isn’t a deadline for the comment 
period the project would never achieve resolution. 
 
Kevin also reiterated that there is a need to keep the project moving along.  He 
indicated that there are common themes in the comments including: 

• The request to not eliminate streetside parking; 
• The installation of bike sharrows; 
• The use of alternate bike/pedestrian routes to 8th Street. 

 
Ben added that he appreciated the community’s involvement and thought that it was 
a successful public outreach.  He questioned whether more feedback was needed 
and pointed out that the needs of residents along 8th Street needs to be balanced 
with the needs of the greater Carbondale community.  He encouraged the 
commission to more broadly advertise the upcoming meetings—especially the 
meeting that includes the final design option. 
 
Kevin pointed out that this is still an ongoing public process and there are still plenty 
of opportunities for the public to join in.  He suggested that both the public and the 
BPTC will be better served by a two-meeting process with an initial review of Chloe’s 
summary during the December meeting and a decision on recommendations at the 
January meeting. 
 
Matt summarized points that he would like to see addressed in the final report: 

• Keep the multi-modal definition at the forefront of the final design; 
• If a bike lane is installed along the west side of the street approximately 50 

parking spaces would be lost.  Although residents of both Cleveland Place 
Phase I and II argue that they will be impacted by the loss of those spaces, a 
review of the PUD plans show an allotment of 3.1 parking spaces per unit for 
Cleveland Phase I and 2.3 parking spaces per unit for Phase II, which he felt 
was a reasonable parking ratio; 

• He emphasized the need for the forthcoming vehicular speed data. 
 
DEVELOP A LIST OF TOPICS TO DISCUSS WITH THE TOC POLICE CHIEF 
Matt asked commission members if there were particular topics they would like to 
cover when the police chief attends the next meeting. 
 
Laurie would like to see enforcement issues discussed.  In particular she would like 
to cover: 

• Vehicular speeding; 
• Parking to close to the intersections; 
• Cyclists riding on the sidewalks; 
• Clarify expectations for cyclists--“Rules of the Road”; 
• Vehicular weight limits enforced on town streets; 
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• Enforcement of the “No Idling” ordinance. 
 
Matt pointed out that many of these concerns also apply to the current 8th Street 
discussions. 
 
Meg would like to strengthen the partnership with the police department and would 
like to begin by introducing the mission and goals of the BPTC to the police chief.  
She would also like to engage in a conversation about the police department’s 
philosophy on education versus enforcement and how the BPTC can promote the 
education aspect. 
 
Niki brought up the enforcement issue of shoveling snow off the sidewalks.  She 
pointed out that it is a real issue because some community members are either 
physically incapable of that requirement and others work such long hours that they 
can’t keep up on particularly snowy days.  She thought there was an opportunity to 
partner those that can with those that can’t and provide that list to the police 
department.  She emphasized the idea that there are more creative ways to get the 
job done rather than rely solely on enforcement. 
 
Michael agreed with Meg that it would be helpful to get the police chief’s insight on 
enforcement, particularly where it works and where it doesn’t. 
 
Matt pointed out that this doesn’t have to be the only meeting the BPTC has with 
the police chief.  He added that he would like to gain insight about how much 
latitude is given regarding the speed limits. 
 
Meg suggested that since many community members might already be listening 
because of the 8th Street topic, she thought it would be very helpful for the police 
chief to address the efficacy of speed enforcement particularly as it related to 8th 
Street. 
 
Ben finished the conversation by pointing out that the 2021 budget currently has 
$250,000.00 earmarked for 8th Street so there is a continued push to improve 
conditions along this travel corridor. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The November 2, 2020, regular meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for December 7, 2020, at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


